Group Speech Outline

I. Introduction

A. More than half of the people in this room have attended a wedding, a business meeting, or another formal get together of this sort.

B. At these get-togethers, you also have probably heard someone give an after-dinner speech as an attempt to humor the audience in a lighthearted way.
C. Today we will discuss with you what an after-dinner speech is and demonstrate one with you.
Transition: First, we will talk about what an after-dinner speech consists of..

II. Description 

A. Definition of an after-dinner speech

1. According to The Speaking Tips website, an after-dinner speech is a brief, often ceremonial speech presented after a meal.

2. This speech offers a message without asking for a radical change in attitude or action.

B. Components of an after-dinner speech

1. The Art of Public Speaking textbook states that the after-dinner speech has a lighter tone than most average speeches. 

2. It is noted that it should not be written to inform or persuade, but it may have a persuasive impact on the audience.

3. When one is writing an after-dinner speech, it should be kept in mind that these speeches are usually chosen for entertainment and tend to be humorous. However, the humor should not consume the entire speech.

C. Occasions for an after-dinner speech

1. According to the Speech Topics Help website, there are several different occasions that after-dinner speeches can be performed. 

2. For example, the most popular instances for an after-dinner speech to occur are at birthday dinners, fundraisers, award ceremonies, company dinners, conferences, business meetings, and family reunions.
3. However, the one instance that most people can relate to an after-dinner speech being presented is at a wedding in the form of a toast. 
            Transition: With that being said, today we are going to demonstrate an after-dinner speech for you in the form of a toast at a wedding.

III. Kourtney Kardashian’s toast for Kim’s wedding

A. Clarify your relationship to the couple

1. Good evening everyone. For those of you who don't know, I'm Kourtney, Kim's older sister.
B. Give thanks to the host of the wedding

1. I'm so grateful that my sister was able to have her dream wedding.
2. So thanks to everyone who came together to make this day possible and also thank you to my wonderful parents for hosting this fairytale evening.
C. Share a story of how you met the couple

1. I remember last Christmas when Kim first brought Kris     to the house to meet us. Even though they had just started dating, it was already so apparent how much they loved each other. I mean they were practically already fighting like a married couple!
2. We were at the dinner table and Kris served Kim way too many mashed potatoes. Everyone knows you don’t serve Kim mashed potatoes…..
3. Kim interrupts: It goes straight to my butt!
4. Exactly! So back to my story, Kris felt so embarrassed about giving Kim too many mashed potatoes, he sacrificed his basketball bod’ and ate them all. If that doesn’t show true love, I don’t know what does.

D. Offer a compliment

1. I’m so glad that throughout your busy lives you have  been able to find someone to go home to at the end of the day.

2. You two are both so hardworking and dedicated to your jobs and each other and I know this marriage will work out.

E. End the toast on a positive note

                          1. Statistics do show that most marriages only last 72 days so my greatest wish for you two is that your marriage will endure all things.

F. Indicate the ending of the toast

                         1. So here’s to my beautiful sister Kim and my new brother-in-law Kris, I love you both!

            Transition: In summary….

IV. Conclusion

A. Today we have described to you what an after-dinner speech consists of and demonstrated an example of one by having a toast to Kim Kardashian for her wedding.

B. When writing a toast, remember to keep in mind that you need to consider who you are toasting to and clarify your relationship to the couple.
C. In addition to this, you need to give thanks to the host, share a story from the couple’s past, offer a compliment, and end the toast on a positive note.
D. Finally, indicate the ending of the toast.
E. We hope that with our humorous rendition of Kourtney giving a toast to Kim for her wedding helped you understand how an after-dinner speech should be delivered.
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