Assignment 6: Organizational Patterns
Informative Patterns

Topical: A topical speech pattern is used to describe or to explain. You should use topical speech strategy with any informative speech that has natural subtopics. 
For example, if you were giving a speech describing native Florida birds, you would use a topical pattern. You would introduce Florida birds and break them down into categories: shore birds, cranes, and raptors/vultures. You would first describe shore birds, giving examples of different types of shore birds: the pelican, the tern, and the American oystercatcher. Then you would describe cranes: the sandhill crane and the whooping crane. Then you would describe raptors and vultures: bald eagles, ospreys, and peregrine falcons.  Then you would give a conclusion: Florida is home to a wide variety of native birds.
Mock Outline:

Florida Native Birds

Introduction: Florida is home to many different birds.

I. Shore birds

a. Pelican

b. Tern

c. American oystercatcher

II. Cranes

a. Sandhill Crane

b. Whooping Crane

III. Raptors/Vultures

a. Bald Eagle

b. Osprey

c. Peregrine Falcon

Conclusion: Many different species of birds make their homes in Florida. The ones I mentioned are just the tip of the iceberg!

Chronological: A chronological speech pattern is used to describe or instruct. You should use chronological speech strategy when giving a speech related to time or history or when teaching a sequence/process. 

For example, you would use a chronological speech pattern when giving a speech to describe the history of the Tampa Bay Hotel in Tampa. You would give a brief timeline of Tampa’s railroad history leading up to the construction of the hotel. You would say when the hotel opened. You would mention an important historical visitor at the hotel. You would tell the date the hotel closed and the date University of Tampa opened.

Mock Outline:

The Tampa Bay Hotel

Introduction: The Tampa Bay  Hotel opened in 1891, seven years after Plant brought the railroad to Tampa.  

I. In 1884, Henry Plant brought the railroad to Tampa.

a. The railroad was the center of Tampa’s economy.

b. The railroad ran to the Port of Tampa, where people could board a boat to Jamaica, Bermuda, Cuba, and Mobile Alabama.

II. In 1891, Henry Plant opened the Plant Hotel.

a. From December through April, lavish celebrations were held.

b. Guests also enjoyed a golf course, tennis, rowing and other activities.

c. Famous guest included Thomas Edison and Winston Churchill

III. The Tampa Bay Hotel closed in 1930.

a. Tampa Bay Junior College began using the space in 1933.

Conclusion: The Tampa Bay Hotel was a popular vacation spot from 1891 until its closing in 1930.

Spatial:  A spatial speech pattern is used to describe a place event or object based on its relationship to space. It works best for dealing with parts of an object (like parts of a fountain pen) or a place.

For example, to describe Disney’s Magic Kingdom you would use a spatial speech strategy. You would describe the entrance and the view of the castle from Main Street. You would describe walking through the castle and going to Fantasyland. Then you would describe walking past Dumbo and the Teacups to Tomorrowland. Then you would describe taking the train to Frontierland.  You would describe going from Frontierland to Adventureland, then Liberty Square. Then you would describe going back down Main Street and heading home.

Mock Outline:

Walt Disney World’s Magic Kingdom

Introduction: The Magic Kingdom is laid out in a spoke pattern, making it an easy theme park to maneuver.

I. The Entrance

a. Walk under Train Station 

b. Walk down Main Street towards the castle

c. Walk through the castle

II. Fantasyland to Tomorrowland

a. Moving counter-clockwise through the spoke shape, head right through Fantasyland.

b. Go past Dumbo and the Teacups and head into Tomorrowland.

III. Train to Frontierland

a. Take train to Frontierland

b. Ride Splash Mountain and Big Thunder Mountain

c. Go to Adentureland

IV. Adventureland to Liberty Square

a. Ride Pirates of the Caribbean

b. Ride The Jungle Cruise

c. Cross through near Aloha Aisle to Liberty Square

V. Liberty Square to Park Exit

a. Visit the Hall of Presidents

b. Head back down Main Street

c. Cry and start planning your next visit before you make it to the parking lot.

Conclusion: The Magic Kingdom has a lot to see. The easy layout of the park makes it a manageable endeavor.

Persuasive patterns:

Problem-solution:  A problem-solution speech pattern is used for demonstrating and solving a problem.  You would persuade the audience that they have a problem. 

For example, you would persuade the audience to buy a new longer lasting brand of deodorant. The problem is that most deodorants don’t last all day. Give examples of what happens when your deodorant doesn’t work like people avoiding getting on elevators with you. Offer the solution of 24 hour protection of your new super fresh deodorant.

Mock Outline:

You Need Better Deodorant

Introduction: Your deodorant doesn’t work as well as it could.

I. What is that smell?

a. It’s you.

b. Your deodorant isn’t up to par.

c. Imagine people avoiding being in small spaces with you because of your faulty deodorant.

II. You need New 24 Hour Super Fresh Deodorant

a. This deodorant lasts 24 hours

b. This deodorant is super fresh.

Conclusion: You could smell better. You need to try this new product.

Problem-cause-solution:  The problem-cause-solution pattern is a method of organizing persuasive speeches in which the first main point identifies a problem, the second main point analyzes the causes of the problem, and the third main point presents a solution to the problem. I’d like to use as an example the Trouble Speech from The Music Man. The problem was the children getting into trouble. The cause of the problem was the town’s pool table. The solution to the trouble was a boy’s band.

Mock Outline:

Ya Got Trouble

Introduction: Your children are in trouble It’s caused by that pool table. I can solve it with a boys’ band.

I. River City’s Got Trouble

a. The kids are drinking medicinal wine from a teaspoon

b. The cistern’s empty on a Saturday night

II. The Pool Table is to blame

a. The kids in the knickerbockers are peeking in the pool hall windows after school

III. River City needs a boys’ band

a. I mean, she needs it today

b. How can any pool table ever hope to compete with a big trombone?

Conclusion: A boys’ band will get River City out of its terrible trouble caused by the pool table.

Cause-effect: The cause-effect pattern is a method of speech organization in which the main points show a cause-effect relationship. For example, you would use this type of pattern for giving a speech to persuade people to use public transportation. You would describe the cause and effect of traffic jams. The traffic jams are caused by too many cars being on the roads at the same times. The effect is that people are getting into accidents. The cause and effect are used as a method of persuasion.

Mock Outline:

More People Need to Use Public Transportation

Introduction: More people need to use public transportation. The city is plagued with traffic problems. The effect of the traffic problems is that the community is getting into accidents among other problems.

I. Use Public transportation

a. Public Transportation to cut down on the amount of traffic

II. Traffic problems

a. Caused by too many cars on the road at a time

b. Can be eased by more people using public transit

III. Accidents

a. Because of the amount of traffic due to lack of public transit options, there are too many accidents on the roads.

Conclusion: Better public transportation options would help with traffic problems. Less traffic congestion would lead to fewer traffic accidents.

Refutation:  Refutation is a persuasive speech pattern in which the speaker tries to raise doubts about, damage, or destroy an opposing position. 

For example, this would be the type of speech pattern to use when giving a speech persuading people to vaccinate their children. The speaker would state the importance of vaccinating children. The speaker would state the opposition to vaccinations and give examples of why people are against them. Then they speaker would refute the validity of any claims that vaccinations cause autism.

Mock Outline:

Vaccinate the Children

Introduction: It is important to vaccinate children against preventable childhood disease. Many experts agree it is important. One study claims differently, stating that vaccinations are unsafe and cause autism. This is unfounded and I will give reasons why.

I. Autism Claims unfounded

a. Cite sources as to unfounded claims

II. Childhood Diseases Preventable

a. State statistics about the effectiveness and safeness of vaccinations

Conclusion: It’s important to vaccinate children. Claims that vaccinations cause autism are unfounded. 

Monroes Motivated Sequence: Monroe’s Motivated Sequence is a speech pattern demonstrating and solving a need in the following stages:

Attention stage: direct attention toward your topic.

Need stage: demonstrate to audience that they have a need on the hierarchy of needs. 

Satisfaction stage: propose a solution to meet the need.

Visualization: help audience visualize benefits of the solution.

Action stage: tell audience what they must do to adopt the solution and achieve satisfaction.

Mock Outline:

Why a Disney Lover Needs Disney Vacation Club

Introduction: You need the wholesomeness (morality, in the self-actualization area of the hierarchy of need) and security (safety/security, in the safety area of the hierarchy of needs) of Disney  family  (family, in the love/belonging area of the hierarchy of need) vacations. 

I. Attention Stage

a. Who likes an escape from reality?

b. Who can afford it as often as they’d like?

II. Need Stage

a. Disney provides a safe vacation

b. Disney provides wholesome entertainment

c. Disney provides a vacation for the whole family

III. Satisfaction Stage

a. Disney Vacation Club

IV. Visualization Stage

a. Imagine vacationing at deluxe Disney resorts several times a year.

b. Imagine your grandchildren enjoying your investment.

c. Imagine it bringing your family closer for years and years to come.

V. Action Stage

a. Talk to a Disney Vacation Club salesperson today.

b. Buy DVC today and lock in today’s prices, so your family can enjoy years of affordable Disney resort vacations.

c. Buy DVC today and start making family memories.

Conclusion: You can afford the safe, wholesome, family vacations that Disney has to offer. By joining Disney Vacation Club today, you and your family can enjoy years of family fun and memories that won’t break the bank. Talk to a representative today!

